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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 30 August 2004 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-18 have been presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

4. See further rejections that follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6-12, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,222,859 to Yoshikawa, hereinafter Yoshikawa, in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,430,178 to Yahiro, hereinafter Yahiro. 

7. As per claim 1, Yoshikawa teaches a telephone communication system comprising: 
a public network (Figure 3 [block 4]; column 2, lines 57-65; column 5, lines 55-59), 

a specific ISP network (Figures 2, 3; column 2, lines 18-23; column 5, lines 47-51), and 
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a plurality of telephone sets accommodated in the public network (Figures 1, 2 [blocks 
T151-T153], 3 [blocks 1, 2], 4; column 2, lines 22-28; column 5, lines 47-51; column 6, lines 5- 
10), 

wherein when a calling telephone set, which is a subscriber to the specific ISP network 
provides connection point data specific to said specific ISP network for making internet service 
telephone communication to a called telephone set, said connection point data provided using the 
public network, the called telephone set receiving the connection point data from the public 
network and connecting itself to the specific ISP network according to the connection point data, 
and the calling telephone set connecting itself to the specific ISP network (column 7, lines 25-42; 
column 11, lines 28-40). 

8. Yoshikawa does not disclose wherein said called and calling parties are connected for 
making said internet service telephone communication using the same specific ISP network. 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the called and calling parties to be connected using the same specific ISP network, 
since Yahiro states at column 1, lines 27-45 that such a modification would allow for a smoother 
transmission of data. 

10. As per claim 2, Yoshikawa teaches a telephone communication system comprising: 
a public network (Figure 3 [block 4]; column 2, lines 57-65; column 5, lines 55-59), 

a specific ISP network (Figures 2, 3; column 2, lines 18-23; column 5, lines 47-51), and 
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a plurality of telephone sets accommodated in the public network (Figures 1, 2 [blocks 
T151-T153], 3 [blocks 1, 2], 4; column 2, lines 22-28; column 5, lines 47-51; column 6, lines 5- 
10), . 

wherein when a calling telephone set, which is a subscriber to the specific ISP network 
provides connection point data specific to said specific ISP network for making internet service 
telephone communication to a called telephone set, said connection point data provided using the 
public network, the called telephone set receiving the connection point data from the public 
network and connecting itself to the specific ISP network according to the connection point data, 
and the calling telephone set connecting itself to the specific ISP network (column 7, lines 25-42; 
column 11, lines 28-40), 

the connection point data including at least an IP address in the specific ISP network and 
a telephone number of a point to be connected to the specific ISP network (column 5, lines 60- 
67; column 7, lines 25-42; column 11, lines 28-40). 

1 1 . Yoshikawa does not disclose wherein said called and calling parties are connected for 
making said internet service telephone communication using the same specific ISP network. 

12. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the called and calling parties to be connected using the same specific ISP network, 
since Yahiro states at column 1, lines 27-45 that such a modification would allow for a smoother 
transmission of data. 

13. As per claim 3, Yoshikawa teaches a telephone communication system comprising: 
a public network (Figure 3 [block 4]; column 2, lines 57-65; column 5, lines 55-59), 
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a specific ISP network (Figures 2, 3; column 2, lines 18-23; column 5, lines 47-51), and 
a plurality of telephone sets accommodated in the public network (Figures 1, 2 [blocks 

T151-T153], 3 [blocks 1, 2], 4; column 2, lines 22-28; column 5, lines 47-51; column 6, lines 5- 

10), 

wherein when a calling telephone set, which is a subscriber to the specific ISP network 
provides connection point data specific to said specific ISP network for making internet service 
telephone communication to a called telephone set, said connection point data provided using the 
public network, the called telephone set receiving the connection point data from the public 
network and connecting itself to the specific ISP network according to the connection point data, 
and the calling telephone set connecting itself to the specific ISP network (column 7, lines 25-42; 
column 11, lines 28-40), 

the connection point data including at least an IP address in the specific ISP network and 
the telephone number of a point to be connected to the specific ISP network (column 5, lines 60- 
67; column 7, lines 25-42; column 11, lines 28-40). 

14. Yoshikawa does not teach a push-button telephone set having various function keys being 
provided between each of the plurality of telephone sets and the public network with a function 
of sending out a call from each telephone set. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a push-button telephone since 
the Examiner takes Official Notice of the equivalence of computer terminals for their use in the 
phone calling art and the selection of any of these known equivalents to a computer terminal with 
phone calling capabilities would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 
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15. Yoshikawa does not disclose wherein said called and calling parties are connected for 
making said internet service telephone communication using the same specific ISP network. 

16. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the called and calling parties to be connected using the same specific ISP network, 
since Yahiro states at column 1 , lines 27-45 that such a modification would allow for a smoother 
transmission of data. 

17. Regarding claims 4, 1 1, and 12, Yoshikawa teaches wherein functions of each telephone 
set are executed on a personal computer (Figure 4; column 6, lines 5-65). 

18. Regarding claims 6, 15 and 16, Yoshikawa teaches: 

a ten-key unit having dial keys and a function key for indicating an internet telephone 
service (Figure 4 [block 14]; column 6, lines 20-42); 

a display unit for displaying a call arrival notification and results of various processes in 
the telephone set (Figure 4 [block 15]; column 6, lines 32-42); 

an accumulating unit for storing telephone number data and access identifier data of 
internet connection points to be connected by the calling and called sides (column 8, lines 31-48; 
column 9, lines 51-67; column 1 1, lines 27-40; column 13, lines 15-38); 

a voice codec to be started by a command for voice communication in the specific ISP 
network (Figure 4 [block 18]; column 6, lines 52-55); 

a telephone set control unit for detecting depressed push-buttons in the ten-key unit, 
obtaining the connection point data from the accumulating unit, sending out dial data and 
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connection point data via the public network, starting the voice codec when the dialed side has 
been connected to the specific ISP network and, upon arrival of a call, retrieving the connection 
point data of the calling side, effecting connection to the specific ISP network by retrieving and 
referring to the accumulating unit according to the connection point data and informing the 
calling side of the connection (Figures 1, 2 [blocks T151-T153], 3 [blocks 1, 2], 4; column 2, 
lines 22-28; column 5, lines 47-51; column 6, lines 5-10). 

19. Regarding claims 7, 17, and 18, Yoshikawa teaches wherein each telephone set further 
comprises an encryption unit for permitting exchange of connection point data in terms of 
ciphers (column 8, lines 31-48). 

20. As per claim 8, Yoshikawa teaches an Internet communication method comprising steps 
of: 

providing, by a calling telephone set that is a subscriber to a specific ISP network, of 
connection point data, specific to said specific ISP, for making internet service telephone 
communication to a called telephone set, said connection point data being transmitted using a 
public network (column 7, lines 25-58; column 11, lines 28-50), 

the called telephone set receiving the connection point data and connecting to the specific 
ISP network on the basis of the connection point data (column 5, lines 60-67; column 7, lines 25- 
42; column 11, lines 28-40), and 

the calling telephone set connecting to the specific ISP network (column 7, lines 51-58). 
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2 1 . Yoshikawa does not disclose wherein said called and calling parties are connected for 
making said internet service telephone communication using the same specific ISP network. 

22. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the called and calling parties to be connected using the same specific ISP network, 
since Yahiro states at column 1, lines 27-45 that such a modification would allow for a smoother 
transmission of data. 

23. As per claim 9, Yoshikawa teaches an Internet communication method comprising steps 
of: 

providing, by a calling telephone set that is a subscriber to a specific ISP network , of 
connection point data for making internet service telephone communication to a called telephone 
set, said connection point data being specific to said specific ISP and being transmitted using a 
public network (column 7, lines 25-58; column 11, lines 28-50), 

the called telephone set receiving the connection point data from the public network and 
connecting to the specific ISP network on the basis of the connection point data (column 5, lines 
60-67; column 7, lines 25-42; column 11, lines 28-40), and 

the calling telephone set connects itself to the specific ISP network (column 7, lines 51- 

58), 

the connection point data including at least an IP address in the specific ISP network and 
a telephone number of a point to be connected to the specific ISP network (column 5, lines 60- 
67; column 7, lines 25-42; column 11, lines 28-40). 
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24. Yoshikawa does not disclose wherein said called and calling parties are connected for 
making said internet service telephone communication using the same specific ISP network. 

25. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the called and calling parties to be connected using the same specific ISP network, 
since Yahiro states at column 1, lines 27-45 that such a modification would allow for a smoother 
transmission of data. 

26. As per claim 10, Yoshikawa teaches an Internet communication method comprising steps 
of: 

providing, by a calling telephone set that is a subscriber to a specific ISP network , of 
connection point data for making internet service telephone communication to a called telephone 
set, said connection point data being specific to said specific ISP and being transmitted using a 
public network (column 7, lines 25-58; column 1 1, lines 28-50), 

the called telephone set receiving the connection point data from the public network and 
connecting to the specific ISP network on the basis of the connection point data (column 5, lines 
60-67; column 7, lines 25-42; column 11, lines 28-40), and 

the calling telephone set connecting to the specific ISP network (column 7, lines 5 1-58), 

the connection point data including at least an IP address in the specific ISP network and 
a telephone number of a point to be connected to the specific ISP network (column 5, lines 60- 
67; column 7, lines 25-42; column 11, lines 28-40). 

27. Yoshikawa does not teach a push-button telephone set having various function keys being 
provided between each of the plurality of telephone sets and the public network with a function 
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of sending out a call from each telephone set. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a push-button telephone since 
the Examiner takes Official Notice of the equivalence of computer terminals for their use in the 
phone calling art and the selection of any of these known equivalents to a computer terminal with 
phone calling capabilities would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

28. Yoshikawa does not disclose wherein said called and calling parties are connected for 
making said internet service telephone communication using the same specific ISP network. 

29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made for the called and calling parties to be connected using the same specific ISP network, 
since Yahiro states at column 1, lines 27-45 that such a modification would allow for a smoother 
transmission of data. 

30. Claims 5, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshikawa and Yahiro as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,690,654 to Elliott et al., hereinafter Elliott. 

31. Regarding claims 5, 13, and 14, Yoshikawa and Yahiro do not teach wherein functions of 
each telephone set are executed with an IVR (interactive voice response) unit or a facsimile data 
server or a voice recognition dialer or a voice mail. 

32. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the telephone functions executed with an IVR or a facsimile data server or a 
voice recognition dialer or a voice mail (Elliott: column 4, lines 48-65), since Elliott states at 


Application/Control Number: 09/589,084 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2131 

column 1, lines 41-48 that such a modification would allow communicating parties to exchange 
information in a conference setting. 

Conclusion 

33. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

34. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to internet 
telephony, such as: 

United States Patent No. 6,078,579 to Weingarten, which is cited to show an internet 
telephony system. 

United States Patent No. 6,137,792 to Jonas et al., which is cited to show routing and 
transmitting data packets over a bypass circuit-switched computer network. 

United States Patent No. 6,628,617 Bl to Karol et al., which is cited to show 
internetworking traffic on connectionless and connection-oriented networks. 

United States Patent No. 6,819,663 B2 to Komuro, which is cited to show internet 
telephone system, especially calls taking place on individual network providers, see Figures 17, 
19 and 23. 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian La Forgia whose telephone number is (571) 272-3792. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 

36. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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37. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christian LaForgia 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2131 

AYAZ SHEIKH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 


